How were the lives of Queen
Elizabeth | and Queen Elizabeth I
different?

Year 2 — Autumn Term 1

History

This term we are learning about the life of Queen Elizabeth Il and
comparing it to the life of Queen Elizabeth |. We will learn about
what life was like for each Queen such as the clothing, cleaning
habits, entertainment including art and music that they would
have experienced during their reigns. We will look at significant
events in their lives and sequence them on a timeline. We will also
learn about the events they have celebrated during their
lifetimes. Finally we will compare the lives of the two Queens,
reflecting on what was similar and what was different.

English

This term we will explore ‘Adventures of the Egg Box Dragon’ by Alex T.
Smith and Royal Animals—An lllustrated History by Julia Golding and
Emily Sutton. We will look at these texts and complete activities related
to reading comprehension skills to check our understanding and recall
of events or information from the texts. In writing we will focus on
character descriptions using Egg Box Dragon as a stimulus. We will then
explore and write non-chronological reports using the structure and
language from our example text about royal animals to help us. We
will develop our comprehension skills through sharing and discussing
our school library books at home to help us develop skills such as
making predictions or inferences based on what we have read so far.

Phonics

We will be following the Read Write Inc Phonics Scheme where
children work in differentiated smaller groups appropriate for their
current phonics knowledge. During our phonics lessons we  will
continue to learn the ditties for each sound, learn new ‘special friends’
where letters work together to represent sounds, blend for reading and
pinching sounds on our fingers when segmenting for spellings. We will
also be doing our group reads alongside our phonics sessions, enabling
the whole group to access and discuss the same text that is linked to
the phonics we have been learning in our groups. We will continue to
take home our Book Bag books, linked to our phonics and group
reading, so we can practise our skills at home.

Design and Technology

In Design and Technology we will be exploring the wheels and axles.
Mechanism. We will designing for a purpose - a carriage for one of King
Charles llI's jack Russell terriers to ride around in. We will evaluate
existing products that use wheels and axles before designing our own
carriages. We will learn how to use a hacksaw safely to cut the dowel
axles as we make our carriages based on the designs we created.
Finally we will test how well our carriages work, particularly the wheel
and axle mechanism and evaluate them by saying what went well
when we made our carriage and what we would change and improve
on our carriages.

Maths

During the Autumn Term we will start by exploring the place value
of numbers to 100, using the vocabulary of tens, ones, digits and
partitioning as we represent numbers in a variety of ways. We will
also practise countfing in 2s, 55 and 10s and begin to explore
counting in 3s.

We will then progress on to addition and subtraction looking at
the addition and subtraction of two-digit numbers by adding
and subtracting tens and ones. We will also continue to revisit
and develop our knowledge of number bonds to 10, 20 and 100.

Science

In Science we will be learmning about Everyday Uses of Materials.
We will explore how materials are used for a variety of purposes
depending on their properties. We will develop our scientific
enquiry skills by observing, recording and conducting
experiments fo investigate different properties of materials. We
will distinguish the difference between objects and the materials
they are made from. We will explore changing the shape of
materials by squashing, twisting, stretfching and bending. We will
investigate which materials are suitable for building bridges. We
will learn about the scientist Charles Macintosh's discovery.

Physical Education

This ferm we will explore Fundamental skills in PE such as running
and sprinfing, hopping, jumping, and use them fo learn how fo
skip with skipping ropes and French Skipping.

Our indoor PE lessons will be focused on Gymnastics, where we
will learn about different shapes such as star, pike, dish and arch
shapes and ways to travel to create gymnastic sequences. We
will use these shapes and ways fo travel during floor work and on
apparatus in the hall.

Computing

Our Computing work will be focused on
‘Information Technology Around Us’ this term as
we explore what IT is and how we use it for a
variety of purposes in the wider world. We will
then explore typing and creating digital texts,
learning how to type accurately on a keyboard,
how to save, open edit and improve our work
on a computer. We will also explore how we
can change the font, colour and size of letters.

Music

In Music, we will be learn about exploring simple
patterns in music through the theme of ‘How
Does Music Help Us Make Friends? 'in the first
half-term. We will develop our listening and
appraising skills, identifying different instruments
we can hear in a variety of pieces. We will learn
songs off by heart and learn to play instruments
such as glockenspiels. We will then perform in
class the music we have learnt.

PSHE

In PSHE we will follow the Jigsaw PSHE scheme of
work. We will start the term learning about
‘Being Me in My World'. This initially explores our
anxieties and feelings as we returned to school
after the summer holidays. We then discuss and
reflect on our rights, and responsibilities in class
and school, and the rewards and
consequences that come from our choices,
actions and behaviours.

Religious Education

Our Religious Education (RE) work will focus on
Christianity during the Autumn Term. We will start
by exploring the theme ‘What did Jesus teach?’
This reflects on how Christians believe Jesus
faught them about kindness. We will look at the
stories of The Good Samaritan and Jesus Heals
the Paralysed Man. We will then look at how we
can show kindness to others and whether it is
always easy to be kind.



