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Monday 27th September 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Important information about home reading 

I am writing to share our current arrangements for home reading. Early reading at Faringdon 
Infant School is taught through the phonics and reading scheme Read, Write, Inc. This is a 
focused approach to supporting children to gain phonic knowledge, with which to decode 
regular words; teach them common irregular words (known as red words); build 
comprehension, expression and fluency; and develop a love of reading.  
 
In school, children have a daily phonics lesson and additional reading lessons using books 
which contain the sounds and words which they have been taught so far. Practicing reading 
at home has a huge impact upon how well children are able to use their developing reading 
skills and helps children to value reading.  
 
Each week your child will bring home the following books, and keep these for one week 
before changing them in school; 

 A new reading book (for most children this will be a Read Write Inc. Book Bag Book but for 

some children this will be from a different scheme once they are less dependent upon 

phonics as their main strategy for working out words to read). 

 A reading book which they have read before and can enjoy ‘showing off’ by reading again at 

home! (Please note that children will not have previously read reading scheme books 

straight away so won’t have this additional book immediately!). 

 A book of their choice from the school library or classroom book corner. This book will be 

entirely their own choice, to share with someone at home and is likely to have content 

which is beyond their own reading stage. This is really important, as sharing books with 

more complex content supports them to develop their vocabulary, internalise story or non-

fiction language, and to become motivated as a reader (wanting to access books and 

developing a positive attitude to reading as a pleasurable thing to do). 

After one week, when your child returns these books to school, new books will be given and 
staff will check their reading record books for your comments on how they have got on with 
their reading at home. Please make a note of home reading (from any of the books sent 
home, or from your own selection of books) so that we can track home reading. We love to 
celebrate children each time they have completed 30 home reads!  
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Getting the most out of Read, Write, Inc reading Books 
Read Write Inc. reading books are closely matched to children’s phonic stage of 
development and are designed to allow children to experience success in reading by 
bringing home a book which contains the sounds they have been taught and content which 
they can access by using these sounds alongside some ‘tricky’ or ‘red’ words. Read Write Inc 
reading books always contain a section at the front which helps you to get the most from 
them. The ‘How to help your child read this book’ section, introduces or reminds children of 
the following: 

 Story Green Words – these are words that your child will come across in the story they are 

about to read, which can be worked out by using phonic knowledge. The child can point to 

each sound (looking out for places where two or mare letters are working together to make 

one sound) and then blend the word together by saying each sound in order. 

 Story Red Words – these are words that your child will come across in the story they are 

about to read which do not follow standard phonic patterns, such as ‘said’, ‘the’ or ‘was’. 

Children need to develop sight recognition of these words. In many of the books, these red 

words are printed in red throughout the story to encourage your child to remember that this 

is a word that they can’t sound out.  

At the end of the book, you will also find: 
 Questions to chat about – a list of questions to ask and talk about with your child to ensure 

that they are making sense of their reading and developing comprehension skills. Try not to 

miss this part out. Children sometimes make progress with decoding words, without actually 

understanding what the information is telling them. 

Your child’s Read Write Inc reading book should be read at home a minimum of three 
times. This allows the following stages of reading development: 

 First read – on their first read of the book, take time over the Speed Sounds, Story Green 

Words and Red Words pages to prepare your child for reading. Then take time to allow your 

child to read the words of the story, using their phonics to work out any unknown words. If 

they get stuck, try not to be tempted to tell them the word too quickly. Instead, you can ask 

them, ‘What can you do when you don’t know a word?’ and encourage them to point to and 

say each sound aloud before blending them into a word.  

 Second read – on their second read, children can remind themselves of the Speed Sounds, 

Story Green Words and Red Words, and then repeat reading the book, ideally with a little 

more pace and fluency than the first time around. This rehearsal of reading is important to 

allow children to build enough fluency to really think about what they are reading. This may 

take additional reads.  

 Third read – On the third (or further) read, encourage your child to think about the way their 

voice sounds (their expression) while reading, to check that what they read makes sense, 

and use the questions in the back of the book to talk about the story and let them show you 

how much they understand about what they have read.  

We hope that you will enjoy being able to share reading books with your children at home. 
Their reading development is so important and the significance of parents and carers 
supporting and reinforcing their learning at home, cannot be emphasised enough.  If you 
have any questions about your child’s reading, please speak to or email your child’s class 
teacher.  
Happy Reading and best wishes, 

Mrs Sally Robins and the FIS Team 


