Faringdon Infant School
Principles of assessment
“The most powerful educational tool for raising achievement and preparing children to be lifelong learners, in any context, is formative assessment.” Shirley Clarke (2014)
[bookmark: _GoBack]At Faringdon Infant School formative assessment lies at the heart of our assessment procedures. By developing a growth mindset culture, the children become active learners who are able to constantly review and assess their own learning. We do this through the “Learning Muscles” which are introduced as the children progress through the school.
Formative assessment enables teachers to ascertain children’s understanding and plan for their next steps on their learning journey. We do this in a number of ways:
-Effective questioning / developing open dialogue
- Sustained, shared thinking
- Talk partners
- Marking and next steps
- Success criteria
- Self assessment
- Inclusivity and challenge for all 
We use a wide range of evidence to complete a picture of a child’s achievement. We then keep records of attainment to analyse performance and progress. We also ensure consistency through rigorous moderation.
At Faringdon Infant School we continually evaluate effective methods of assessing the learners’ progress and achievement. 
